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Aid for the Visually-Impaired

Cineplex Venue Hosts
TheatreVision Preview

HOll)"wooo - Cineplex Odeon's Fair.
fax Thum: In Hollywood honed on Dec. 28
the (int snuk prevIew of TheatreVision. a
system that utilizes narntion to help vision.
impaired movietoen. Those who attended the
speci:al screenin~ of "Forrest Cwnp· used FM
receiven to hear veteran broadcaster Vin Scully

describe what they could not see.
"I'm anuz.ed ,u how simple this is to do• .wi I

can't believe it hasn't been done beiore: com·
mented Gneplex genel'2i ~er Kcvu, O'Neill.
who penoJUlly gRfted e:lCh of the guests.

According to Helen Hams. who "-as blinded
by retmitis plgmentosa and t~y serves as presi.
dent of Retlnstis Pigmentosa Intem,ulonal oUId
on TheatreVision's ad\~sory comnuttee. this new
system was desl~ned to help the 10 nullion peo
ple who ~re 50 nsuall y ll1lp.ured thev cannot
read ordinarY pnnt, .

"I'm 50 ud Iistenlng to voung people ....ho call
I·Sec FlGHT RP: s.ud Huns at the snea.k pre
"leW, •:\nd now the sadness has leit, oUId the
beJutlful l.l..'n oi "'slon '5 ....,th w as "'e enter
the 2! st centur.... It a truh' .m histone moment:

To use Theatre\';slon. vision·unPllred
mov,egoen can bTin.; theIr o..'n F!II reC~I\'en.
(....lth eIther one earphone or. ,n the case of
those ""Ith heanng ~IJs, .:ompirte heaJseui to a
theltre Jnd J•.>1 ,n J specl.>1 soundtnck that IS

~roadcJst \'!J • 'pecl.>1 F\I trequenc" irom J
nnv trJ.n~m:ttrr In the FfOlt-C11on bOOtn.

"h wlil bring back the ability to &0 to the
movies :alone.o said Harns, ·When I heard the
descnption of the opening scene. just the title
'Paramount Pictures: apmst the snoweapped
mounum backdrop with the white clouds
above it brought an instant flash of ehildhood
recognition, The words and pictUre shot into
my eyn in a flash. As (Scwly) continued to
describe the movie. beginnmg with the floating
feather and its journey. I re:a1iud how much I
rn!1y want to see again:

"My hwband and I love to go to the movies.
but now that I'm blind he has to teU me every·
thing that's occurrin~ on the screen: said one
4().ye:lr old housewife who :lttencieci the sneak.
"The other day he tried to do it in a quiet way
in a motion picture theater In Pasadena. but the

man next to him told him to be quiet. And so
we both sat in stlence. he seeing che movie. and
me not. We are almost in tean because now he
will never have to lean over and whisper the
movie in my ear all evening. A pan of me will
miss that. It's wonderful. and I hope there are
more movies like this comin~ out soon.·

"The one thing I miss most is going to the
movies with my friencls, and now 1 believe 1
can again: said a blind B-year-old girl who
attended the screening. or am happy. I hope
they find a cure for my eyes. but in the mean·
time Jt least I can go to the mOVIes with my
friends again. This is wonderful:

Filmmaken wishing to utilize TheatreVision
can COntact Hams at 1·8QO.)#-4877, She Said
RPI's team of experienced audio professionals
and speclalisu are able to create descnptlons of
scenes with Ihe filmmaker (who has final ap
proval on .>11 TheatreVisione scripts), The
entire process. depending upon the length of
the film. IS .mueipated to ta.ke t..·o to three
weeks dunng poSt productIon. :J



Henry Dobson, Dubbing Mixer/Director (Lt); Steve Southgate, Vice President,
CFVS; and Michael Gough collaborate at Magmasters sound studio in London.

Michael Gough (Alfred the Butler

from the Batman movies) donat

ed his time (and voice) to make a

rec:nrrli: Ie so itl(' \lisllallv impaireri

cfluld ":;c:::" lifJl\!1I\f\i rom VEIL

Kingdom arranged for Michael Gough
(Alfred the Butler from the Batman
movies), who was working in a play at
the National Theatre in London, to do the
recording which took eight hours.
"Michael is a real gentleman, " says
Steve Southgate (Vice President,
Corporate Film & Video Services for
Warner Bros.), "He donated his time, he's
85 years young and has a wondeti'ul
Shakespearian voice."

A representative of RP International like
wise praises Steve Southgate and all who
helped bring the project to fruition saying
that the recording is "outstanding and
works perfectly." The organization
expressed their
gratitude for
the skill,
attention
and caring
which went
into the pro
ject and
showed in
the result.

A blind woman wearing dark glasses uses
a cane to make her way out of a movie
theater. She is grinning from ear to ear
and exclaims to those around, "I just saw
that movie!"

A true story, the woman's statement is not
as far fetched as you might think. Thanks
to Helen Harris, Founder and President of
Retinitis Pigmentosa International (RP
International), and some industry cooper
ation, movies like BATMAN FOREVER
are now accessible to the visually
impaired.

Harris created TheatreVision© - a
new process of incorporating a special
audio track for feature films that runs
concurrently with the dialogue of the pic
ture. This track provides a "descriptive
narration" of what is being shown on the
screen, so those without sight can still
experience the wonderful medium of
motion pictures by listening through a
small headset.

When RP International approached Barry
Reardon (President, Warner Bros.
Distributing Corporation), Warner Bros.
got involved by creating a recording for
BATMAN FOREVER. CFVS (Corporate
Film & Video Services) in the United

BATMAN fOREVER "SEEN" BY
- THE BLIND THANKS TO CfVS IN UK
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Narration Brings
.Movies to the Blind !

\

~ to Helen Hams, bUnd ~~v- ';
iegoers may not stay in the dark much
longer. , ..... . i

Harris, head of RetinitJs Pismentosa ~
International in Woodland Hills, baS ';
come up With the idea Of TheatreVi- ./:
sion, a process that all~ws the-~1in~:.to
receive film narration~ugh a h~.:.
set. ",' .. ,.' .. ':.: ' /~ .;'.;.

, :.".. ." • •• -.. 1

. The invention will officiall1' debut .
.tonight at a special Showm; Of the I
smash movie "Forrest Gump" at Par.' .
amount Studios in Hollywood. I

"It brings back the memory of
seeing," said Harris, 58, who first gpt
retinitis pigmentosa, a degenerative.
hereditary eye disease, when she was .
8 years old. She b~e coJJ;Jletely
blindseven years ago. ."

"1 can walk into the theater with a
sighted person'and watch the movie
my way," she said. ,

Banis first th9ught of the concept a
few y~ ago after friends stopped
inviting her to movies because they
got tired of trying to explain every.

· .: .'.-:::. ~.

_.to~ :iDd aiUiOymg otha:s in ~
·the aud1ence.·..She.~e especially
i frustri.ted. iii \)993..."hen everyone 1

··ravedaboUt~d1er's LisL" . '
, -oboc1Y ~~~ ~e her. Enough:

. "-_.•. (.':',.. . ~.·wu~~. ,'\it" ;', '...,; ,She'met~~ Lansing, head
':of~t~, whosuggest~!
\.~G;:~~.~~._~~~~V I'-'_'sflrst ..-'~'... . ,
~ .' .: ....-~.. the help' of

....:.~ ,~!P",r.' ·~z~ S uUY"who'
. '. 'nfti4.,.... 'broiii:IcaIter. ',y.j,U e.. '..... . l
';~~~ '. ·.... .:..~·~..;;;..:...:ti~.e: :Seu1ly~~e.~~,,- 'WI': ~.... .• . I

• .•~,.~ > ··~~:Iii··"P1e··film w~en~
ICribes.i: ttie~.. . \~, '.':'~' .. . . ··.,"t!.'\ol.~_...· ..>.... . 'loIIere111'_ _..t~~.. .:.. , ...•

··~~:.~.~II~~)8 8till getting~ ;
.. ' ..' ..'~~. ., _--':ica.'on" 'D......:"" I
:tbe~""~UAl commUlU ,U ,. ~~IJ:j,
;. . '(I ••. _. i:tlW!l,:i"": ....~..... . !
IIic1 •., I ....... :-"':'OO·~I:!lIO.",,,,". '" • . "........~_._.........~ .,=-.~. •. .. . .,.

I ..~'•. ' ..... ,... "d . t. '.
.'J" ··=safit·- ··'and.a Men wro e"i.; ...~... .Jr....:~ that.\ou..:tal Theater·""e Dalt8tt,..,1IIIU u.~ Oded ~
."" .. ~tD:'W~e YDJage provt. .
~.~ ..... Chronize.'the ~d.Wlth..i~to.~ .... .'''. :., .,.,:"~,,,,~_.w:... .,.~ ..;:~;.;. '> ;'.~ ':., , '. .... '. ' . . .
~......" .. :r "'~'''~,.,•.~ . ..
~. ' She_mit.~woU1a _ theate~

·aJxnit::-.ooo:~~~ to .~ :~e ,
'teehnolol1~.~eatre~n. "
~.. ·:aer·arpnff4JUon.is .trying to rmse
money.: to help I ~eaters across th~
c:ountrI, 'Barris ~tL. and though 1t ,
uiay cost. mnnona of dollars, "it would
let· 10 million people have access to
motion pictures."·· ARKUSH

-MICHAEL
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Actresses Margaret
O'Brien and Janet·
leigh, len, are
recording narration
tor "Little
Women, .. Helen
Harris, below,
hopes movie
theaters will Install
headphone
systems for visually
Impaired viewers.
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Woodland Hills Woman
Dreams of 'TheatreVision'

for Visually Impaired

Lights,
Camera,

Narration

By BOB POOL
TIMES STAFF WR'TER

Being blind accounts lor Helen Harris'
unusual vision ror the movie Industry.
In her mind, she sees thousands or other

sightless people siLLlng in theaters, enjoying
the lalcst (ilms by listening 10 a running
accounl or the on -screen acLion through
headphones.

That explains why Iwo slars rrom the 1948
movie classic "LitUe Women" were back on
the old MGM lot In Culver City on Wednesday
dubbing a new soundtrack lor the 1994
remake 01 the Louisa May Alcott story.

Janet Leigh and Margaret O'Brien were
nsrrating the "Lillie Women" version that
stars Winona Ryder and Susan Sarandon.
Listening through earphones to lhe 111m'.
dialogue and music, the two veteran actresses
were recording descriptions ol.cene.
unlolding on a screen In front or them.

Their narration is deSigned to be played
through wireles. headphone. to
vision -Impaired moviegoers. So rar Harris
has done lour films, two more are on tap.
They have been .hown only at .peclal
.creenings.

But lIarris. a Woodland Hills re.ident who
heads a blind -support group called RetinlLis
Pigmento.a International, views the
narration proce•• a. eventually playing at a
theater ncar you.

She has won lhe .Uppert or Hollywood'.
largeslstUdlos lor Ihe venlure she calls
"TheatreVi.ion." Thealer owners are nexl in
her sights.

"People assume thai blind people aren't
Inlerested in movies," says Harris. "Bul thaI's
not true."

The TheatreVlslon process borrows
heavily rrom the concept or old-Lime radio
dramas. Narralion is woven around a film's
regular music. dialogue and sound erreels.

Leigh and O'Brien had IItLie dlrrteulLy
sandWiching In their descriptions during
Wednesday's daylong dubbing session in a
Sony Studios sound room. The pair-who will
be joined later by lormer co-star June
.6.l1v!!II\n , ...... r_nrttlna ...,........ _ ",,,,,I lint ............
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London hailed
for film 'BraIlle'

By JO...... o.vtes
ParamoWlt Pictures' Barry lon

don was honored Friday for being
the first studio executive to autho
rize the adoption of the TheaterVi
sion system. The system was
called "the biggest invention since
the development of Braille in
teliTlS of communication for the
sightless." according to Retinitis
Pigmentosa International four.der
and president Helen Harris.

London. vice chairman of Para
m?unt's Motion Picture Group, re
ceIved the RPI's 1995 Humanitar
ian Award in honor of music
publisher Lester Sill for presenting
"Forrest Gump" in the TheaterVi
sion format. which allows blind and
partially sighted audiences to hear
a description of the action via
headphones.

"r cannot tell you what it was
like to sit in the Fairplex Odeon
with 200 blind people (for a saeen
ing of 'Forrest Gump')." said Har
ris. who has the hereditary eye
disease retinitis pigmentosa. In ac
c~pting the award at the Beverly
Hilton Hotel, London said that one
of his first concerns was how film
makers would react to having their
work modified slightly to accom
modate TheaterVision. However
he said the project met with uni:
versa! acceptance.

• eo

"For people to who cannot see
to now be able to participate in
movies is a wonderful thing," he
said.

IIGump" producer Steve TIsch.
who presented the award, told the
audience: '"The world wiD never be
the same once you've seen it
through the eyes of Forrest Gump.
Bmy London was die one who
made sure that the visually im
paired were able to see the world
through the eyes of Forrest
Gump." .

'"The Brady Bunch" and IIGilli
gan's Island" producer Sherwood
Schwartz was presented with
RPI's lifetime achievement award.
Other awardees, honored for their
vision in television and film, in
duded James Cameron. Lawrence
Kasdan , Ridley Scott, Quentin Tar
rmtino, Lome Michaels, Bill Allen,
Barney Rosenzweig, Ken Wales,
William Bell and Melissa Cornick.
Physician Donald Schwartz was
honored for his research into eye
disorders with dle Jules Stein Liv
ing Tribute Award.

The evemng, which waS-ho~ted
by Peter Marshall. included ap
peacmces by RPI co-cbairman
Charlton Heston and Bob Denver,
Meg Ryan, George Clooney and
Monty Hall. who held a live auc
tion to raise money for the
organization. 0



1il:J;ttf lt~t1n r~IJ!le ni."lf in theopubtit: 'l)rdiIl:U} \\(f(~dI;Hld Hi!h ""'f'"'
("·c nih.'. ~h) \,h',- .\"l~!d (h:Jt/I~'r~

, "'T h;tJ l!le.,.! I""::,,: '..'\.'(\(d~: rtti!1.!lh Ht~t\l' ":11 ,1Ij"nt'f": :,> f~:i."·'
l'iglt\i:nh~~n." Iihc !Said ".'\111.' IJI~t· H.j!nh~· b~('!o: 1'!":~j' .. 1 b,1~; JI;~!

illl: u'lIlh- h;m'iN~ w~lnk rt('r1e mhf:1in, e:lh~··{~ It,ilh !«-IIP\" t

C"~n't lH<_'lll~un(c thtlh. I fL'aliud t,·!J:' fiI!"!J dirt:"~'-'~'''': ()hn' 'S"';',
IbJ'1 n', (;n~ i~ ~lin~ h~ ",nt.'~- ","ft! SIt'\tn Sri(;!"'C'r~ :-"1d It;·,·,,··
"11t ml"rl:'t'. hlJi "Iayh(" thr!'}' (an 7t'nlt'tl.i:s
ir!fJl!if~ ~,!(Ii;t ccl"hdt~ lih' ell.,.. lht thttC' ;'I(~ '\H)!!ri~fJ. \\ inc
Itol1 Hc~wn.~ Ib"," fln T!~'.!J!;('Vi;i:m. :J !!!,t!·

Of <OlJf\C. sht didn't "!li)~ ria,c t:f ft·etln'.I,·~\, ",!"it;l:.;'; l"'1,~
("lIrfl<:ln fle!;wn f.lr iJflYiJn~ ('he in n.:uT;'ttirm Ihat ~r.~~ "':'1':.·~ '"'ill n~j'!~':

H(ll,,",~\-()l,lt.l ru I,ht htn~. ~'e( 1ht mfnies ;1C~'!'~!iHlfc !I" !ht' Mill ,f.
J:•.lo"";."..~U..;m, .-wJ ....~... t"'... !hrrh ('t!fr.e ~tr ....-1t" ·b~ to'lJ't fI.,,".1

nr~, :-::"!"bl!~ r,t.-h\ .greed Wh(!IJ', -1ft" tJi,pkru((' _... ~I~l.-:.'thr.-", ,I'~'

"11 !tJIl) jj 3miUH:te:." sbe Silid or he-Win" "'iIJ; flu: lktill~,\
H!,.'~f~·'!t~·, ft~.s;uafltf', .. , us('d '0 net S(l f:tr, t!!t~,' ~(' (fr.-n:I:II'{'d ;. ',\ r; \
~'; tlli" t'r.'<"ftl.l\l" ,'..':,\ tlr",M I'df,d f(~ r'il(f.'" l'lt'r;:(lfIJ ~Ot;1,_I:l;'lt~ \'11 1

dtl~!\jfb! ;'H " n;1.iY:IV:)$ fn·~\.. nut
Iflt Ifu!h i~ ",·hat·1!. it, I IWft5 nn 8~·HA·nnis"·Ti~nH·!'

atrel.:t:!d~" Rr tnh" an arl:'.i :'1irady
in drdinc: 0, fh~ !1callh,- etlff tin
u,me frlJm a d<,,"l." - • thina
dl'u'r,

\1I..Ginni,~ .)\1.' j, t'trh1ril18 tb~
t"'),","j~lhu I~ r:1I!(') ir.r !tf1hralthy
rrtif?:11 ,~IJ~, "fhinS" Ihfm in II

\.1l!tUff.! Anti r.1.i'ifl, t.hem b.ck.in.tt.'
Ihe: fttimt. t t de-5trik"!l: "Ih.lnj!;"'''
hlft\'1.tnn Ihr nlli ... ill! • titU!'i thttt
"fo,uld dt,rrm' tilt RP,

IJt(I?t'e IIJrr;i It"Ole: up the "'t!.~t!t,
~ff'(.ill1l1i~~111l !("Ihl.,' fr.-!1 reu·uth
""1~ f'ilid7'tI,1 1$ tlttH, ",itm1tJ1
~ci(,lI.ifi;.' ["flil

"Ill·q:ft- I('!;~kfd 'lpml ~: u "
r,~ ...lt,,,q("i"··I! r~' (",~>rlntrnt," ht
!'<-'l,tt r.·ll ..l~, "'-11") ~c tun~r!lJn..
l:1~]f'n 1~t:h"!Qltt'~ ~,thl! bot'St ltv.,.,
f;! ~'n",r"tjnr.I'lil!d'-If:UJro,,, RI'.
I'll hl~tlr,h l~rl'UII\,t1" ~rf1'>tfTItdon
htllt1;1l1, hRn~ lu,d m!'r<llt'!clt~.

Ihrdt' ~",'(t'IIli, h.1:\. t~~t11('.~t!llJritt

hu e\~f·"'tlO~lntnt: ~i8h, and
'l"n'.:t,lln,!"t1.lr~ing.. pi"l.

I tel firM of ,'i«i,>n ":1. t'l3n:~)WW
f'\ f'f the- ~ <"n I.' :rin.mlcs !;ht' clii
~~ (il.ht iind ~l)lnl:fimt"ftlill:tJtt.', But
f)llthio, t1!'l.".

ttr I' 1If"d'''!11iI1:V and tntrt
Ihll ;', "i.1 b'""II) ~lln"i~ ''''''I,lt
':",19:1 "lH <h";m Mindn('n itt: It
~1f!1f"h' \1h.ihi!i~~ ?~tr,omf' ~)
"fl "j"in." 1ln: hN l('!Hhlt the' wll<'fe
1ruth, ..

,'illr- rnl'"t'U !1~11 t'l ~u,,:,,(o.t1he
t~:,!djdi"". tUN:''i, ~lt "'lnn.'1 !I-tf'
hrr thil;,h··.·r, ;,, "!lO,,, i.\t (if a n..1wtt.
~~H' ~Jr;I'lt'! rJh1t Ihe dtt~l,"}',

itllr,.·!>:.:;,.'~!iq p't-lute, that _tl't'
O/l(t h," f:';;SI,.I:1

'I',! IJol.d "ii~'!l_" 'i!I:' ~:If-lf. "~f

"1t'\\ \\ hJf ....1'..1 ,~'t ",,(I , tll('1W
.... J·;tt r~ l.' l:.~t '!~<l t(, Jf*IU ..
r j l.~~'d l!(WI,!\ ft-:; ,bo",,!; ,,1:l~·t;J
ljl,· f1'!, 1'.<.\'."I1~ \'!;;"J '~id !-(,t J
rl~i.:<:" 0':lr ;,,!d !h'{<J !'~rTtl~ t:lo-er
:,"rr

H :H:;~ ~\ '!If,:J~! ,:..!\ !"1; J !<'4!.f"t('f;
nll!'!~h r ,hS1; rf'J~'idr.lj: if!!" -'1 !"!'!J;!i'''a.
!·:kroh :~tt:1 ,,!Il(':- i-IW;'i.1~1 ~" ');!(

:"_""T-: P'r"i;1'1'l ~,~", o,,;~""'. d'll hit"
h:',;;(1 fL':" jl-~~n\'<!;ld~ ,~h,' :1':"

In; :;T f",,'(',ll =..-"ril1f \)ith Iht!j, r-1::1'<::r
~'(·nlhl.~,n Itr! (·lIk::- n lind ',iHl ."t::t:)·

''\;~'''>::~'H~ ~;·1;~t~'~'Hlh.,.lr)lr, !r.1r~"f' •.t rh4~ks (If f';,h 'IHre.
rlr,',;'; ,'l!" i":111 r:':'~";' \,t~" ,.t'.o' (ie:'!l':e "III!:,/" ;1I1d rh:ulti'"
~~'H\I; ~'Ii~i'~ ::"( i'~'IT'!' ·,,-IH" r,!(' I!·~,t·,·~:. ~h;: ar:x~:II" in :111 R'~I
,,1"';1;1\ Hi'~d Wt! lh~j, t<:!in,!t~(~, {uflt!-t:J;i .. inr. ,td~~lo ~ith 1)lh(I'
l-:"tf'li ,'\ trul(inr 'hell ~'·~t!t·_ stP.' rlJ~ fp",'hrr a "\\'l" .-\11'

"Ih·,,,, ~ !hi .. 't"lf'. \(hO:-It it' .. tht \\"rU".I"re tlHh!'Il\lji"f!
11/1,11" "'\!-"t;f! :)11,1 ~~.,: n_n'; !f";:('n' d'~f krtfll;erl J)jm!"l': \\'ar
h:'il;'': !h,,~ i\'~ ':'~"l",r :llId \('\1 "i('~_ "aul I.al.h:lk '\""'I! Diclfll
""'I'!! I" !'.lll. Y;'(l ;I:\,:f in l:~! J~.l\ $I~r! iu!d5f1wh\ Rd'ln",n ~htJj~ts
fltl1', tl .'111! \\';j '~.'I! I, .. \wJ thn ir-'" ~,(",c ,\ll!~!l "lid .'I)·lIe Mt'n(h",~,
I'!':"I(". h\ r"l~!f~ h:'f:+!':" lftll.~!\f!; ~\.~ rnl.'tl:'(i

_~f.IJ;:~1 !Llht..lll!.w.:j<. ..l~U:~cJ J~_... "._~J htU~ ..i.l1C',!l 'l U1an¥J1cJen Jfah
R!"t.:I~~(·:m~I!~'I'~:':!!'"it,':~~~t!~,. li~·n t~!1 t"Mtb," pu;h~·\' .:\lkfl.

t·.'!o:!b·m !'lmq\;t'! •. !':ul1!~'tl "lhtmL: Gm1 f,.., the ff\\' 1~t hu"C'.
\\o,~'':fo! "'IJ :')\~ H:h d'nn~>r~ tI..·r U3rri< r~'<lh\l!';,;hip ":lth Ih~.

.\,,!l n:pnir:!llf !hc :,",','nt1 ,IJ~J l.:'nlntain,n(nl inJu"tfl' "l~r1td

!""l~""T:':r, ,':" ·"'!dtb! iW('~' h..t'l 'l\'1-t~1 !;hr.n!'l-m(':fm:!tlllH(·:ebf:,rillt~
~I,B fIlid~' nll~!i'l J H~'!I"wll'Hf fi.Jnbr1il,rntdi;,uttenl;'~flt')JC;JlI'-l'

" ,,------ --., ,-,-,-~,-, --,--,----

.....u.. LI'1l1MW,-i,AUqUsr 8, lRI oM.¥ NF.j.ii:l

This go-g·etter::;teI18tkR' 'OJj,R~I;P •.. ',' ~.~"~'-,',.::" ,",:,..' -.{: >::~;;::~'_;'~.,~:·~'~{'?V ;~ . ," .-< ••• , .~~. -, -.

, '111ey lTIOll1 heads effort
t",-_~ure a blinding disease
It} .Tn,,"" "'uk!'
~;I;',..~n,(t.,~rH '-rn

H
c.'len. f1at~j:, Ihn.h:," :J
<"1 r,'o tiJ,b,"n fn'Jl! J
H~-: ir. , n~-I·tr1 I hf'
!l'I1~ ""~fI1: h-' Z1
YfUr'. Wt" ~~, f.,~-d

"",",' (~, d~·ln! \'fl~t 'it~t
1h- \\'(M'l,~!l\ndHtII" !ea:ld~.,t ~'n

rrtiniti .. ri~!'1h,.,t'I~~ :I Iinlt"
Jim.'''n, lHH~-flr.tJ ...!~tl"!(~J rJh!t!:'If'
tha~ <~~t~t .. '·'irldn':'H. I\brt" r~i'n
J.~ mflH~'n-'l!1t"r;·~.'HH 'IJf1O:I If,,!!!

R!',
""htm di~ "'-.1\ ~)~r'I<'''i(":' it' rile

Ifl-Uil,1il'l(': :'" f~)lit ~ll'-"h"!(,.\;H"')
('OIH', !~D. re-<c<lJ\:-h :,,1',' !i"~J~t ~:r.~

j'll;;~ I'" ~"".:!'~(' ('! rf,~ .. tf!'ltnt ''''''y
,1;,:;' Id·,1 ~(r "h~ hh~" hJd r:l~~~d

;l _}:1 !,~ hl'"'I' ~hjltt'<"1

Prl!t;,;;" lil;' <"",.·t·, fh,~tlr.hl

I','." H!'C' h,~ ,I' "IT' ,.... I:JII,~"d
r",~,· .. ,.t· us!" ~"t' ~H.::t'l !l,' f''1d "-:f
',-"_n "',}~ ',,'11 p'IU~~"" tfl\t!" fwd
"~t: ;~:,,~ ~" r"_"

f i, ~. " ~.,. ,": =, II!
f h;:" ~,.H II.::~<, _",.-'uhf", hr.,;!~! ..

r~v,,""~ ".~",!;):"t\t t-r~','!J't 1flt!t~
~':.' ,'" ~""""';' I e"J,l~ ;,jl!l !th'
do,' ';~:,~·l~(!Io.·'t ":~'lnl'hl'lt ;1.;1'l1~

r~~,:~~,-lo::l'ft." I L't~j.', ~u '(,{:1~'~'d

. I :'~id '\\'h:t' INo: ~:d' tT!' ~~",I

I~;~i,,',l :l"':'~!~ Uo'+' dM~ 'h'!~' 'i!,"
'~!.'l:.-; ~;'-' ";~ •. d~ ('':1' rh~rt "l.;e
tn·,'

.. ., 1:f1W""II,J of),!! ,tt 1~\'1

I'll": d thi!! J:Hr. ....1 d,v'l" 11("1 W
d,) .~ .._,'li:';' ~;'e 11~'tr 'h:lo!;,ht :,h...
t ~ ".,r~ .

\\ ;~h1J·. ~l)~I0~~( l'-r':rlt!'lV ~'t

.! ~~"·nl r'!lI.,. !h'! ,.df·dl"H,a""d
"'~ "l:",,~'i'~' r"'.l::d~·.' r..·.'lfdr;'
1'; .. ,,,.,:,•. 1 'P.T'1 r"h'np!l~ :~,,1

~I ;,. ',' -,"', t ;~;,' ,~, ~ ::,;r' "'!I·,'·i."••

,I,,: '" ':',' I: ' : -'.l ,', ".1';';'(1 ~-; ;; l;!1
,,,!-:, :-1'1! 0,." j'.! ~·I ..'p.,1 ("!\ i';:oe't

:,' ;' ~':'; b"'f">~! ~!:'.'!'h·;:l \'~

~:":"'~: 11" ~',\ ·tc> ...~l~· .. f··ttJf<'h

c,; (,·f !hl! I.!\l ~:. ~ (':"if".

I"t' ~'f~!!~·nt;I.,' Mil" i~ (!!,.,
l,.;.\'h!l f.-, ~ta~f' 1"':'1\ it'!. ~'","" ~:\
'T"IIt(! n'Jr.:r" .. y','(:lh,'n l ;! ... ·

'1~',1-·t;;tl,'" \\~If!:n"· .... a((~~i~lr
~,.! tl-<(" t-f;!1J.

'I!~!('n I hrri\ h;\~ ~'('cn "1\~PI·

:~;.'rl!:'! ill ~,~i"f"lr 11,-r~l'it:~T\ ('~~'

~~~·~~~t 1o t~,~ .llt::~fi:'" i,r .'r~:II;i
(.;1'i::'Ti ~'I:I' 1\1::J (:,>;t:.udl." ,\,1,,1
!':I~"~~ "f;,('m"i~. ;t 1" 'J .\ n~l'!I"

hi...,'·,'n """. ~-:'" 1"0"':1"1,;,,, 'd,
n;·1 -:-d~ fr:JfT:tlnl;lti"!i ~!( :I ..... '~<i,

hI,,; ell;' f." Ut'
H":'"rt' j-d h'l rJ"''''''W~'' b·l~;~! ..,

Ir1Q'fl"!'lI,I:i·:n t;t>lf:.Fch. Sh: tlH
t~ :tdl~(.f t-'''Nf C~J'lp,ft'''t\je!l]1

;;1:~~:~J~I~l.i~ t\·a~h;rl.£t""l. n,c ;
_1'1,1. I'" , " me" j!!, n't'"
P~t~;'_!t'T! (:" '~": n·,~~ r" Jil'::l~'\

!h :",':rJ tl" ~.,l'(~;;~"

r~~!i'n~ ·:1! HJ'!',rl'!;nr,~.; ..",
;'1 ,l~!:' "''''.~r:r. "",,~H,\ ,~I:!\,,!

"~n~ I ; ...~ I:!' ;;y~. 11' Ihr t';~ 'lr'! 'It1

I-Iarris
~~C~I'I':~-.!~~Biroo·e··4···'··-·····~=,~

"'nt In thilt Ct"unJtn-::l. ",",,-,h ~~
i'I.t:djH~ Itt Iht ftil.J'r.'h,'t"t. 11"'"
,;Ior e.li he hurd Urkrlblnl

"L1('~trU:'t;J "t!.,i~m" i.!ll the' lftte~t t'l:K.k b heft.- ..
""!,,l. er"Ultle Won'tn," Jlar, "llbuahfloolo"ilb In"rmilld
rlt.! Winvl\ll R,,,,,,, ,lIlr/it ,«,p, aM ml'l!tl>lji. ond It h.~ • M In d.
vinr.d tbr.. ,lad Mni ilit 1~~9 ..lll>tirinjilrttht,I.,tondb!!llllo
retnale - June AII,,,,rt;Jobtl lhilt1lhUtiu1iB!II, )'''Uhi>tloltU
hi!1o nnd M.,j:l'01 f)'bilflj""10 ~",,,,,rih sulolir,ht istb"", aU 110,
I<"~ their .ok"",, the ilIff.IIM, 1l'"',:r!JImill~ h••• lfiilhl1tJmu'
lilt ".,,'Jy.lial.I.•ltd m''I1e iiiU tci ...." "f.ht tf.t)do,,· "
ltht'l .....·ft .. t .~'.1 n.K.t_,;..U,lklli..· . h ......b it...." l.._. juL.~.. il..l. _".. 1.

dhta.'\("';'\ in it, 'l~i,l:rtt- ~t;wC'.

'0"" d tht lllinp<. ,II., hr.
bl!'!'!dm,~l;~P1 fx!infl c;.,~<J is tltJI
rfQ].!t~ I hour,hl i1 t'l'uld!1"1 ~.{'

furtd. - ~ltt .3;~1 "J't.t.1ph: 1':':-)it':·td
th~ t.:111t' Ii--( ltIhldl1l:"~ tl"1f a rllfd;!
dl'!r {If f'\:;Jjfh~, "-tl:"m ",':'.I' otu t'!m( h

f~!~~ r~:t __~~_l~ !~t~~_ 1~l!1 ",I lltl~



New vision
1

The RP actiVist brought in a producer of
commercials io write 1he narration and
arranwad {or SL'lllly. Whose disiinctive
VOIce she recognized from books or tape,
to donate his services. (All subsequent
narrators have folloWed suil)

On Dec. 28, 1994. 300 visually impaired
Angelenos and a few friends and
relatives came to a lheater in West
Hollywood in midmornill3 10 "see"
..~lJrrest Gump."

Throughout 1995 Harris L'Ontinued 10
secure narrators, prtnts and theaters
gratis as the concept blossooted.

Janet Leigh, June AIIyson and
Margaret 0'Brten, woo had ccis_ in
tlle,1949 version of "LitIJe Women:'
joined to narrate tile TheatreVIsion
edition of the 1994 edIIlolL From her
home in New York CitY, Kalbarlne
Hep.burn. star of tile 1933 version, added
lracl<s. For Leigh. woo calls the concept
"wondert'uL" it has a personal resonance:
Her grandmothel' ...as bIlnd.

These days. thanks to such widespread
benefIcence. RPI schedules about a .
showinllS of each lllm. it pro<:essea, one
every two weeks. "'Nixon" and "Mr.
Holland's Opus" are next in line.

Until now, all shOwings have been fi'ee,
but Harris indicateS that as the program
expands, possibly to other cities across
the United Slates. a nominal charge may
be necessary.

Last Dece~ber, four movies were
shown in TheatreVision simultaneously
in tbur halls at universal City. Adding a
new layer. Harris arranged lb, an
independent leIevtsion statton in Los
Angeles to show Iwo older holiday lllms
on television at Cbrislmas.

It meant that in the same household,
"you muld actually have tile sig!tted
person watching the movie on one
televislOn wbile tbe blind peroon nmed i~

to the SAP channel on another set, using
a headset to pick up lhe descriptiolL..

If there was one moment when HarMs
realized ...hal had been acc.omplislted. It
was the day of the TheatreVision
screening of "Pocahontas," narrated by
Irene Bedard, the origtnal voice of the
animated character.

"The parents were sitting with the kids.
and 1 went along to see what it would be
like. The minute all these kids began to
laugh at the same ttme. I thought. "!'IUs is
il- this is unbelievable: But then I
wondered. 'Maybe I'm the only one
feeling Ihis.' So when I came ou~ I talked
to the parents.

"One father started to cry and said,
'This is the finit time I ever hear my
rtaughter laUgh with me in a movie
theater without my having tD explain to
her what wa~ g04dl on.' ..

independent without having to have
someone tell you what was on the screen
- then you L'Ouid be free:'

With typical bravado, Harris arranged
an appointment at Amblin Productions
soon alter '·Schindler's Lb"C had won its
Oscars. Producers Gerald Molen and
Branko Lustig were enthusiastic alJout
bringing tlleir film to a new audience.

Harris wrote a mdimental"Y script as a
test and showed the product .~ ., film
clip with audio narration- at her
group's annual dinner. The re5lXlnse was
immediate. and electric.

A section from lhe TheatreVision text
for "Schindler's List" underscores what
has been accomplished - and what
might have been missed.

The nan-ations starts: "Mr. Nussbaum
drops a painting and a photo into his
suitcase. His wife looks a t him. 1'heir
eyes meel She brushes his forehead. then
continues sorting plJolos. The SS ojllcers
loom over their shoulders, smoking
cigarettes and shifting impatientlY. The
front door opens ... Mr. Nussbaum stops
and uses a spoon to pry his mezuza off
the door post. He kisses it and slips it
mto his pOCket. They join the massIve
proces..,lon or .Jews moving down the
street."

During the summer uf 1994. Harris met
with Sherry Lansing of Paramounl

"She gave me the tools .~ the
eonlinuity script and a «~py of the film
(In video _.~ '0 work With:' darns recalls.

closed. Today. iull'equently, a window
reopens for a few minutes or nours.

Harris began her efforts on behalf of
retinitis pigmentosa much earlier. in
March 19'72, tbr a purely selfISh reason 
the fact that two of her three sons, al 10
and 6, were diagnosed as having signs of
the disease.

Ordinarily, children aren't routinely
tested for retinitis pigmenlosa. but
Harris' awareness prompted her and her
husband to proceed with complex
electroretinographic tests - not unlike
EKGs - for all three hoys.

Today, althoughlhe lime bomb exists
in ,Jim's and Richard's systems. at ages 33
and 32. married but not parents. they
have few symploms or the disease.

The notion of TheatreVisiOIl came to
Harris one day as she pondered what
would make a real ditference tn people's
lives. What was tough for them?

"\ Ihought, 'WlIal's tough is siliinll
alone in the dark. not being able to see
your ctothes. to watch TV. to see what
the kids look like, to read the greeting
cards they give you. Somebody gels
married and. you ean't see the wedding
dre$s. You can'!: see your own son at the
attar. It's losses and losses and losses.'

" 'What could fr<>e them.' I thoughL
'going to the Inall'!' Yeti. but it means
canes and bumping ink> veuple. Going to
the movlus .~ walkmg into a movie
i.heater. sitting !town and getting lost i11
something fOT a coupJe of hours. tF,.'dly

._"';-- MJVi.l,lv-, :ii,,jj,j,',~

Helen Hams. center, is Joined by actresses June Allyson and Janet LeIgh. whO
c05tarred in me 1949 version of "Utile Women," and narrated the 1994 'ielSion
for TheatreVision.

High Profile

everybody elSe, with ihetr families and
friends, 1", accepted and have l\m."

ijetinitis pigmentosa, a degenerative
hereditary disease, usually fIrst manilesls
itself in tile preteen years as night
blindness. Tbat is how HarriS
encountered it. when she was 8.

"I remember the night I went With my
sister to the (~rner deli in West
Philadelphia to carry home hags of food."
she recalls. "I walked straight into a tree,
and the grocectes went all over. My sister
screamed that we were going 10 be late,
but I was on my knees as the cans rolled
away down the street.

"I was terrified. It wasn't the dark that
scared me, or the violence - beCause
there wasn't any violence there then. It
was tbe fact that [ might not be able to
find the store. or my way home. and that
1 would run into trees headlirst. and
lamp posts and curbs. I did Ibnt all \be
time."

Ironically, Harris- like most retinitis
pigmentosa sutJeretS - has had 20-20
vision for most of her life. yet is legall.y
blind. The condition creates a tunnel
vision of sorts. a loss of peripheral vision
as one sees lhe center clairly. Peer
through a tiny crack between an enclosed
thumb and forefinger and you can
approximate the view.

The disease. identified in the mid·19th
century. affects some 3.5 milliOn people
worldwide. But, Harris says, because
many more people sutfer from front-of
the-eye c'Onditions such as glaucoma and
cataracts. there have been limited
research funds fur retinitis pigmentosa.
Nonetheless. she continues to lobby for
her cause. even once getting the
Congressional Record to print testimony
consisting of to blank pages ~

,ymbolizing the text that a blind person
(~n read.

About llve yp.ars ago, aller she had
painted, as- a hobby. oil
canvases-· .including striking replications
of the Sistine Chapel L'eHing and
JenISalem's Western Wall that hang in
her outer offic'e-the narrow slit through.
whkh Harris had Viewed the worl:

ovie-lover finds method to make films
accessible to visually impaired

Michael J. BMdler
EClAL TO 1tlE TRIBUNE
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After TheatreVision .....

"Wow, this is incredible. I believe that this will change my life forever. At least
I know that whether I'm blind and/or in a wheelchair, I will still be able to go to
the movies and 'see' through "TheatreVision." It's incredible. I feel a new
freedom, and that everyone who is blind or losing sight should be able to see
what I've seen today. It gives me renewed hope. I hope every producer in
Hollywood helps you, Helen, with TheatreVision.

An 87 year old woman .....

"Listen dear, I'm 87. I didn't expect to live this long. My husband and I were
married for 60 years, and I could depend on him for everything. I'm glad for my
life, but I don't like living it in the dark. This gives me hope that I can come
down here across from my retirement home and see a picture and hear it
described by my favorite sports announcer, Vin Scully. Yes, Helen, I love Vin
Scully!"

Another comment .....

"I'm the activities director for Hotel Shalom, and I watch people lose their vision
more and more since the population of America seems to be more over 50 than
under. There are many more people unable to see than ever before. It's a very
sad thing to watch their lives wither away as friends and relatives disappear
from the responsibility of helping another to see."



Quotes from Patrons Attending "TheatreVision's" First Showing

Before TheatreVision .....

"I'm a 40 year old housewife. My husband and I love to go to the movies, but
now that I'm blind he has to tell me everything that's occurring on the screen.
The other day he tried to do it in a quiet way in a motion picture theater in
Pasadena, but the man next to him told him to be quiet. And so, we both sat
in silence ... he seeing the movie, and me not."

After TheatreVision .....

"We are almost in tears because now he will never have to lean over and
whisper the movie in my ear all evening. A part of me will miss that." She
giggled as she said that, and her husband was obviously very happy to know
that his wife could sit in the motion picture theater and quietly listen to the
movie as Vin Scully did the talking for him. "It's wonderful, and I hope there
are more movies like this coming out soon. Thank you, Helen, for this
wonderful day."

Before TheatreVision .....

"My daughter is 14 years old and has just suddenly gone blind. We are
devastated, but we heard what was happening here today so I thought I would
bring her along. We just don't know where to turn. It's hard for teenagers to
be told they will live in the dark forever."

After TheatreVision .....

"She's like a new person," said the mother, and the 14 year old was beaming.
The 14 year old daughter responded, "The one thing I miss most is going to the
movies with my friends, and now I believe I can again. I am happy. I hope
they find a cure for my eyes, but in the meantime at least I can go to the
movies with my friends again. This is wonderful."

Before TheatreVision .....

"I've been in this wheelchair for 8 months now. I'm 39 years old. I have
diabetic retinopathy, have gone blind in one eye, and the other eye is failing
with a kind of neuro-palsy. I've had three strokes, and so now I'm wheelchair
bound also. As my eyes leave me and the wheelchair confines me, at 39 I
can't even picture what my future will be like."
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The following quotes, taken from a booklet released by the American Foundation for the Blind called Who's
Watching? A Profile of the Blind and Visually Impaired Audience for Television and Video, by Jaclyn
Packer, Ph.D. and Corinne Kirchner, Ph.D., emphasize the importance of video programming:

• Because so many people watch television and videos on a regular basis, those with visual impairments
already make up a substantial part of the viewing audience. In fact, as viewers, they are similar in most ways
to the general audience; as a group, they watch television and videotapes in similar numbers and with similar
frequency to the general population, and -- our research suggests -- they have similar tastes and preferences in
programmmg.

• Many blind and visually impaired people feel "left out" because they miss information that sighted people
easily get in this culture where television and films play such a large part. Not only do they lack information
or have to work harder to obtain information readily available to others, but they also are at a social
disadvantage when they are not able to discuss popular topics like current movies or last night's TV sitcom.
So-called "water cooler" discussions playa large part in adult social interaction, and similar types of
discussions may play an even larger role in the lives of children and teenagers; being unable to participate
fully limits interactions and can negatively affect one's self-concept.

• A special technique, video description, opens the possibility of full access to television and video for people
who are blind or visually impaired.

Adding video description to a soundtrack is likely to increase the size of the audience of blind and visually
impaired people for a videotape or television show, and is almost certain to enhance the viewing experience
for the existing as well as the future audience of blind and visually impaired persons, plus family and friends
who view the programs with them.

• Besides making programming more accessible to a greater number of people, video description fits the spirit
of the Americans With Disabilities Act (ADA). The ADA is a piece of landmark legislation with the purpose
of bringing people with disabilities fully into civic and community life.

• In addition, media providers who offer video description of their programming reinforce the message that
they are committed to all of their viewers. In sum, providing video description is the right thing to do!

• And, in a June 1997 AFB news release, Ted Littleford, executive creative director of the New York office of
FCB, America's biggest advertising agency, quotes: "We forget that people who are blind or visually
impaired also watch television, and thus commercials, and they can be a huge and important target audience
for our biggest clients. What a difference it would make for all markets if video description was an
established reality. We would be providing visually impaired people the equal access to information they
deserve, and helping our clients reach this important and often-ignored target audience.


